
 
   
 
 
  

        May 28, 2020 
 
Dear Somers Families, 
  
The closing of our schools has taken a physical, emotional, and financial toll on Somers, both individually 
and collectively. As we look to the start of the 2020-21 school year, we know it will be anything but typical. 
For weeks now, our administrators have been working on how to best position our schools to welcome 
students back into the buildings and provide the highest quality education. 
  
When our students return, there will be dramatic differences in scheduling, teaching, transportation, health 
and safety measures, and athletics. We will also continue to prioritize our students’ social-emotional well-
being, given what they have already endured as a result of this pandemic, and the changes they will be 
experiencing. 
  
To that end, the district has established a Reentry Coalition charged with identifying and solving the relevant 
challenges. We are seeking parent and community volunteers to join this effort. If you are interested in 
participating, please read the details below and follow the instructions to apply. Please note that most 
volunteers will be placed on the subcommittees that will focus on how to best implement reopening 
requirements.  
  
Our goal is to share on-going updates with the community, starting in the next several weeks. There will be a 
dedicated section on the district website for that purpose, and we will also communicate via email as is 
warranted. 
  
Reentry Coalition Roles and Responsibilities: The Reentry Coalition will gain an understanding of the 
reopening requirements that are expected in late June from the State Education Department and provide 
guidance to subcommittees. The Guiding Coalition will meet weekly through August via Zoom. 
  
Reentry Coalition Members:  

• Parents  
• Community members at large   
• Faculty, staff, and school administration  
• District administration  
• Board of Education representative(s)   

 
Reentry Coalition Subcommittee Roles and Responsibilities: The subcommittees are charged with the 
identification and execution of a plan to address the challenges related to opening school this September. The 
members of the subcommittees will take their direction from the Reentry Coalition and rely upon resources 
from the NY State Education Department and the CDC. Ultimately, the subcommittees are responsible for 
implementing a plan of action that will allow us to begin school in September.  
 
Subcommittee meetings will take place approximately 1-2 times a week through the end of August via Zoom. 
  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The subcommittee work will be organized by the following areas and facilitated by the identified 
administrators:   
 

• Academic: Ray Blanch, Stacey Elconin, Kevin Guidotti, and Kim Blau (technology) 
• Athletics: Matt Carr and Roman Catalino 
• Business: Ken Crowley 
• Health: Matt Carr 
• Operations: Ken Crowley and Robert Klick   
• Professional Learning: Claire Comerford, Stacey Elconin, and Kevin Guidotti 
• Social and Emotional Wellness: Phil Kavanagh and Wil Siegel 
• Transportation: Ken Crowley and Nate Spence  

 
If you are interested in participating in this important work, please send an email to 
SCSDreentry@somersschools.org. In your email please include the reason for your interest in participating, 
any relevant experience, and a short bio. Emails must be received by June 5, 2020. A kickoff meeting for all 
members will be held on June 10 at 5pm for introductions, clarification of expectations, and review of 
structures. 
 

 
 

Sincerely, 

 
        Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
        Superintendent of Schools 
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